
Funding and optional service policy 

At Kingfisher nursery we offer funded sessions to children who are eligible for the 15 hours 

or 30 hours scheme for parents so that all children who meet the eligibility criteria are able 

to take up a free place if their parent wants one.  Government states that funding is 

intended to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of free, high quality, flexible childcare. And that 

the 15 or 30 hours must be able to be accessed free of charge to parents, therefore there 

must not be any mandatory charges for parents in relation to the free hours. Government 

also state that funding for these free hours is not intended to cover the costs of meals, other 

consumables, additional hours or additional services. 

This policy provides parents information regarding the alternatives to additional charging for 

meals, consumables, extracurricular and special activities. 

All children eligible for funded sessions from the term after they are 9 months will be given 

the option to opt in for fully catered meals, the cost for these are: 

50p per Breakfast 

£3.00 per Lunch 

£3.00 Per Tea 

Meal charges will show on your invoice as and when relevant for your funded sessions. 

For children eligible for 3 and 4 year old universal funding and 3 and 4 year old working 

entitlement funding from the term after their third birthday they will also be given the 

option to opt in to the following services: 

• Special activities 

• Jo Jingles 

• Ultimate kids (sports sessions) 

• Spanish sessions 
 
If you wish for your children to take part in these activities the costs are:  
 
£5.00 per month Special activities such as: trips, extracurricular ad hoc activities eg Bug Man, 

extra costs involved with celebrations eg Christmas, Easter, Eid, Graduation etc 

£10.00 per month per extra specialist tuition, these are: Jo Jingles, Ultimate kids & Foreign 

language.  

Please note these charges are optional and will receive a form to opt in or out of these 

charges. The cost per month will depend again on your child’s pattern of attendance as they 

will only pay for activities which fall on your child’s funded session. 

The cost of these is set out in the opt in invoice sent to parents the month prior to them 
receiving funding. If parents opt in to all or any of these services they are required to opt in 
for the full year.  Should they want to opt out after this, a terms notice is required. Should a 



parent opt out initially and then choose to opt in this is done at the discretion of 
management. 

As with fees and funded hours the costs for these opt in services are calculated over the year 

and split into equal monthly payments.  Parents may opt in to one or more of these services 

and they will be itemised on their billing. 

 

Meals 

Opting into meals provides a fully catered service including (depending on session attending) 

Breakfast, Lunch and Tea. For those opting out of meals children will need to have been 

given a breakfast at home and will need to bring in packed lunches for each meal attended 

at nursery.  For example, if a child attends a full day 7:30-5:30 funded session they will need 

to have had breakfast provided at home, a packed lunch for lunch time and a packed lunch 

for tea time.  

Each packed lunch must be packed separately and will be stored in the child’s bag until 

mealtimes, they must not require any refrigeration or preparation as we do not have the 

facilities or ability to do this and so must be ready to eat without any adult preparation or 

intervention. Packed lunches must not include nuts or products containing nuts or any other 

high-risk allergens, any high-risk choking foods (e.g. grapes, cherries, sausages), or ultra 

processed foods.  

Staff will check packed lunches to ensure they comply with our policy and if it is considered 

to be unsuitable in any way parents will be contacted to collect their child for the meal times 

Due to our allergens policy, children with packed lunches will sit at a separate table than 

fully catered children but will still be supervised appropriately by a member of staff. 

Parents will be provided with information on allergens, high risk choking foods and what 

constitutes a healthy lunch, should they opt out of meals.  

17:30 – 18:00 charge 

In line with government terms and conditions we are not able to offer more than 10 funded 

hours per day.  Where children access a full day of funding this will be offered during the 

hours of 7:30am and 17:30pm, should parents need their children to stay at nursery after 

17:30 on fully funded days there is a £5.00 charge per session for this. This is charged for any 

part of the 30 minutes between 17:30 and 18:00. This is invoiced by calculating over year 

and split into equal monthly payments. 

 


